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CES 325 [DIVR]: Traveling Cultures: Tourism in Global Perspective 

M-F [1:30-2:45] 

Todd Hall 302  

Raihan M Sharif 

sumon.sharif@wsu.edu 

twitter: @raihanwsu  

509-335-4383  

Summer 2017 

Office hours: Tuesdays 12:20-1:20 PM 

and by appointment. 

Wilson-Short Hall 10H

Course Description

Who is a tourist? Who is a traveler? How to differentiate the two? Does tourism studies 

constitute a discipline, especially in the age of the postdisciplinarity? With questions like these 

and others, this course offers a critical introduction to tourism and traveling: how they get 

conceptualized, regulated, commodified, embodied and performed. Using travel brochures, 

webquests, comics, documentaries, films, video games and arranging poster presentation, 

symposium, workshop, and group discussion, this course facilitates an interactive and 

entertaining way of investigating travel and tourism studies—it’s past, present, and future!  

 

mailto:sumon.sharif@wsu.edu
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Course Objectives  

Traveling cultures seeks to develop critical understanding of tourism and traveling. Using 

concepts drawn from critical theory, cultural studies, ethnography, film studies, games studies, 

race and ethnic studies, postcolonial studies, and various social science disciplines, this course 

brings forth both basic and intriguing ideas that underlie contemporary critical tourism studies 

in a practical and engaging way.   In doing so, the course examines power relationships that 

shape traveling and tourism experiences.   

Learning Outcomes 

• Students will go beyond the demand-supply frame of tourism studies and undertake 

lenses, tools, concepts and strategies to understand critical approaches to traveling 

cultures.  

• Students will recognize ethnocentric gaze towards ‘others’ and develop glocal 

understanding of the interrelations across nations, races, ethnicities, classes, genders, 

sexes, and abilities that underlie traveling culture and tourism.   

• Students will develop skills to examine travel brochures, webquests, comics, films, and 

documentaries and apply theoretical insights gained in this course.  

• Students will locate contemporary trends of research in critical tourism studies and try to 

contribute to similar researches.  

Required Texts  
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Hannam, K., & Knox, D. (2010). Understanding tourism: A critical introduction. Los Angeles: SAGE. 

Course Reader (Find at Cougarcopies on the CUB Ground Floor).  

 

Assignments 

1. Reading, attendance & Participation—20 

(a) Reading:  E-mail key arguments of the set readings (50-100 words) followed by 1-2 

questions on readings assignments. Send your reading response at least one hour before class. 

Points 10. Every Class!  

(b) Attendance and Participation: Participate in class discussions, ask questions, respond to 

peer questions, and bring new perspectives. Points 10.  Every Class!    

2. Workshop on Performance and Authenticity (WPA)—10 

3.  Application/Advancement Blueprint (1st AB and 2nd AB)—20  

4. Group Exercise—5 

5. Documentary Reviews—5 

6.  Group Poster Making—10  

7. Symposium—10  

8. Final project (VR): Developing and presenting blog for researching virtual tourism—20 

Details for assignments are as follows:  

1. (a) Reading Response, 10: At least one hour before class, you will place in my office 

mail box/ simply e-mail a 100 word reading response on the assigned readings. I will use 

them as springboard for class discussion. Your grade will depend on understanding the 

key arguments and your response to them.  

 

(b) Attendance and Class Participation, 10: Come to class prepared to discuss the 

material. This requires more than simply reading. Think about what you read: question 

and challenge it. Don’t assume that I assign the texts because I agree with everything 

their authors say—I certainly do not. But while you disagree, don’t just give opinion. 

Bring evidence, arguments, data and/or a combination of them to support your point. 
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Differentiate between lecturing and class discussion and know that we will have more 

class discussion than lecturing. Class discussion requires your active participation: 

establish your engagement with texts by raising thought-provoking questions on them, 

making connections across texts and/with any scholarly works you find intriguing. 

Deficient performance in quizzes indicates poor engagement with texts. Three F’s (see 

below) in quizzes take away 50% of your participation grade.  

 

Participation Scale:  

 

100-80: Outstanding participation; impact the class discussion significantly with 

persuasive arguments; engagement with all texts throughout the semester.  

79-60: Enthusiastic and regular participation with basic insight into text. 

59-40: Occasional contribution with active listening.  

39-20: No participation at all; inattentive to class discussions and /lectures.  

19-0: Negative impact on class dynamics; disruption to class activities through distractive 

actions: texting, talking; disrespect to the instructor and peers.  

 

 

2. Workshop, 10: This is a group workshop on Performance and Authenticity in 

Documentary comics and Graphic Novels. Points 10. See course schedule for the second 

week below. Each group will explore migrant experience and diasporic identity in journey 

narratives as groups share their readings with class!  

 

3. Application/Advancement Blueprint, AB, 20: You will establish your engagement with 

key concepts, core theoretical frames, basic critical terms and ideas in this text. One week 

prior to this test, you will be sent a study question packet. You will write precise response 

to a set of questions taken from the study question packet.   

 

4. Group Exercise: Brochures Analysis, 5: You will analyze travel brochures.  

 

5. Documentary Reviews, 5: You will offer critical comments on a documentary.  

 

6. Poster Making, 10: You and your group will make a poster (see course schedule for the 

third week). You and your group will present your poster to an audience.  

 

7. Symposium, 10: see course schedule for week 5.  

 

8. Final Project, 20: You will develop a blog to facilitate researchers on virtual tourism.   

 



5 
 

Grading Scale  

 

 

Academic integrity 

Academic integrity will be strongly enforced in this course. Any student caught cheating on any 

assignment will be given an F grade for the course and will be reported to the Office Student 

Standards and Accountability. Cheating is defined in the Standards for Student Conduct: 

http://conduct.wsu.edu/policies/standards-of-conduct/. It is strongly suggested that you read 

and understand these definitions. Plagiarism or cheating of any kind will result in your failing the 

course.   

 

Students with Disabilities 

Reasonable accommodations are available for students with a documented disability. If you 

have a disability and need accommodations to fully participate in this class, please either visit or 

call the Access Center (Washington Building 217; 509-335-3417) to schedule an appointment 

with an Access Advisor. All accommodations MUST be approved through the Access Center. For 

more information contact a Disability Specialist on your home campus: 

Pullman or WSU Online: 509-335-3417, http://accesscenter.wsu.edu, Access.Center@wsu.edu 

951 and 

above 

A Suggests that a student’s work is outstanding to excellent; the student’s 

work reflects an engaged comprehension of the course content and 

shows thoughtful insight into the complexities of the course. Student 

shows an attentive engagement with the course. Student’s work is 

consistently well-considered and well-written. 

 

900-950 

 

A- 

870-899  B+        Suggests that a student’s work is very good to good; the student’s work 

reflects a very strong, engaged, and solid understanding of course 

material. Occasionally, the student’s work doesn’t go the extra step in 

critical analysis. Student’s work is mostly well- considered and well-

written.  

830-869  B  

800-829 B- 

770-799 C+ Suggests that a student’s work is adequate; the student’s work reflects a 

fair, but essentially disengaged, grasp of the course material and doesn’t 

go very far in comprehension, or reflects a lack of understanding of the 

issues represented in the material. Student’s work is un- or under-

considered and unclearly written. Class attendance may be a problem.  

730-769 C 

700-729 C- 

670-699 D+ Suggests that a student’s work shows some, but very little effort; the 

student’s work does not reflect a comprehension of the course  material, 

is disengaged, or reveals a lack of reading, attention, and/or attendance. 

600-669 D 

0-599 F 

http://conduct.wsu.edu/policies/standards-of-conduct/
mailto:Access.Center@wsu.edu
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Safety and Emergency Notification 

Washington State University is committed to enhancing the safety of the students, faculty, staff, 

and visitors. It is highly recommended that you review the Campus Safety Plan 

(http://safetyplan.wsu.edu/) and visit the Office of Emergency Management web site 

(http://oem.wsu.edu/) for a comprehensive listing of university policies, procedures, statistics, 

and information related to campus safety, emergency management, and the health and welfare 

of the campus community. 

 

Polices for Electronic Devices & Academic, Email and other Etiquette 

1. Turn off phones, electronic gadgets during class and manage them to ensure they don’t 

distract anyone.  Don’t use phone to check time.  

2. Don’t start packing things before the class officially ends.   

3. Don’t text during class hours.  

4. Don’t use laptops during class hours. If you want to use e-book, laptop, etc., seek 

permission from the instructor in the first week of the semester and always sit in the 

front row.  

5. Don’t expect me to give discussion—whether in class or in my office—on any topic you 

have missed due to absence. It is your responsibility to catch up with the class.  

6. Show respect to others’ perspectives even if you disagree with them. Note that 

disagreement is expected and even highly encouraged provided that you also show 

alternative and engaging ways of approaching the point in question.  

7. Visit office in my office hours to receive comments and feedback on your assignment. 

Otherwise, you will receive only grade. You can then correlate grade from the grading 

rubrics below to understand your progress. But it is highly recommended that you 

receive comment and feedback from me.  

8. Do not get up and leave the class during class hours. If you do so, you will be marked 

absent for the day.  

9. Do not use class hours as breakfast/lunch time. You must not be eating during class 

hours. 

10. Do not read newspaper, browse net, use phone and others not related with class.  

11. Do not use class hours for doing homework for other courses. This is counted as serious 

offence and will be penalized by reducing points you have earned in different 

assignments in this class.  

12.   Bring texts to class. If you don’t bring the current text, you will be marked absent. 

13. Arriving late and leaving early are unacceptable and will be counted as absences.  
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14. If you have job, class, registration, or childcare conflicts, you will probably need to drop 

the class.  

15. Non-emergency healthcare visits are not valid reasons for absences or for missing parts 

of class. 

 

myWSU, e-mail and others 

myWSU: You will receive your midterm grade and final grade through Zzusis. 

E-mail: You will send e-mail to set appointment with me.  

Office hours: Use my office hours (see at page 1) to discuss anything you want to know 

more/want more explanations about. 

Salutation: Call me “Professor Sharif” in class. Use “Dear Professor Sharif” as salutation in 

your e-mail. End e-mail with “Sincerely”, “Thank you”, etc. 

Instructor: You may know about the instructor here: 

https://ccgrs.wsu.edu/faculty-staff/raihan-sharif/ 

 

 

Course Schedule 

[CR]refers to your Course Reader. HK refers to your Textbook. 

WEEK 1 

6.19-M: Intro to the course: Syllabus, plan & activities—workshops, fairs, exercises, & 

assignments.  

6.20-T: Understanding Tourism: An Introduction, HK. 

6.21-W: Commodifying Tourism, HK. 

6.22-Th: Embodying Tourism, HK.  

Bodily Sensations in Holiday Brochures Group Exercise—Exercise 4.1, page 71, HK. Points 

5.  

6.23-F: Performing Tourism, HK 

 

https://ccgrs.wsu.edu/faculty-staff/raihan-sharif/
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Week 2 

6.26-M: Tourism and the everyday, HK.  

6.27-T: Tourism and the other, HK.  

6.28-W: Workshop: Performance and Authenticity in Documentary comics and Graphic 

Novels. Points 10. 

Reading for the workshop: “The Persistence of the Travelogue from Documentary Comics: 

Graphic Truth-Telling in a Skeptical Age.” [CR], 29-41. 

Plan: Each group will explore migrant experience and diasporic identity in journey 

narratives as groups share their readings with class! 

Group A: Carnet de Voyage (2004) 

Group B: Shenzen: A travelogue in China (2006) 

Group C: Pyongyange: A Journey in North Korea (2005) 

Group D: Persepolis: The story of a childhood and the story of a return (2008) 

6.29-Th: Tourism and the environment, HK.  

6.30-F: Tourism and the Past, HK.  

➢ E-mail your 1st AB to the problem sent to you—by July 4. Points 10. AB makes you 

advance/apply achievements of class discussions in week 1 and week 2. 

 

Week 3 

7.03-M: Tourism mobilities, HK.  

7.04-T: Independence Day holiday. No Class!  

7.05-W: Researching Tourism 

7.06-Th: Group Poster Day! 

Make Group Poster on Tourism Mobilities. Resource required: Tourism Mobilities (159-

173). 

Set up your poster in class. Explain your project to visitors! Points 10. 

7.07-Fri: “The Tourist Gaze 1.0, 2.0, and 3.0”. [CR] 

Week 4 

7.10-M: “Incredible India in a Global Age: The Cultural Politics of Image Branding in Tourism.” 

[CR], 75-100. 

7.11-T: “Feminist and Gender Perspectives in Tourism Studies”. [CR] 

7.12-W: “Heterotopic Erotic Oases: The Public Nude Beach Experience.” [CR] 
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7.13-Th: The Man with the Movie Camera. “Researcher with a Movie Camera: Visual 

Ethnography in the Field” [CR], 140-155.Class discussion and reviewing movie. Point 5. 

7.14-F: “Birds, Beasts, and Tourists: Human-Animal Relationship in Tourism” from Animals and 

Tourism: Understanding Diverse Relationships edited by Kevin Markwell. [CR] 

“Wildlife Tourism: The 10 'Cruelest' Animal Attractions, Revealed by World Animal Protection” 

http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2016/02/02/wildlife-tourism-10-cruelest-animal-

attractions_n_9139682.html 

 

Week 5 

7.17-M: “The Accidental Carjack: Ethnography, Gameworld Tourism, and Grand Theft Auto.” [CR] 

7.18-T: “Negotiating Public Secrecy of Sex in a Transnational Tourist Town in Caribbean Costa 

Rica”. [CR] 

7.19-W: “Hip-Hop as Tourism Attraction”. [CR] 

7.20-Th: “Space Tourism”. [CR] 

7.21-F: Symposium. Points 10. 

Form a panel, select a moderator, and invite a keynote speaker of your choice! 

Panel Discussion: Virtual Reality and Future of Tourism. Points 10. 

Reflection on the following: 

1. How Drones and Virtual Reality Will Change Tourism.” 

http://www.techtimes.com/articles/57076/20150601/how-drones-and-virtual-reality-will-

change-tourism.htm 

2. Virtual reality: Applications and implications for tourism. [CR], 219-233. 

3. ‘Journeys in Second Life’— Iranian Muslim women's behavior in virtual tourist 

destinations 

4. Will Oculus Rift Help or Hinder Traditional Tourism? [CR], 234-243. 

http://www.wired.com/insights/2015/02/will-oculus-rift-help-or-hinder-tourism/ 

5. Virtual reality devices could transform the tourism experience 

http://www.cnbc.com/2016/01/08/virtual-reality-devices-could-transform-the-tourism-

experience.html 

➢ E-mail back your 2nd AB to the problem sent to you by July 24. Points 10. Working 

on 

Ab makes you advance/apply achievements of class discussions in weeks 3, 4 and 5. 

 

 

 

http://www.cnbc.com/2016/01/08/virtual-reality-devices-could-transform-the-tourism-experience.html
http://www.cnbc.com/2016/01/08/virtual-reality-devices-could-transform-the-tourism-experience.html


10 
 

Week 6 

7.24-M: “Refusing to be Toured: Work, Tourism, and the Productivity of “Life” in the Colombian 

Amazon. [CR] 

7.25-T: “Insecurities, Tourism and Terror” from Securing Paradise: Tourism and Militarism in 

Hawai’i and 

the Philippines by Vernadette Vicuña Gonzalez.  

➢ Earn Bonus Points 5-10 for great contribution on the 24th and 25th July classes! 

 

7.26-W: Present your VR Project. Receive Feedback from peers and the Instructor. Points 10. 

7.27-Th: Present your VR Project. Receive Feedback from peers and the Instructor. Points 10. 

7.28-F: Present your VR Project. Receive Feedback from peers and the Instructor. Points 10.  

➢ Submit you VR Project by July 31, 2017. Points 20 

 


