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WST 481 [M] Theoretical Issues in Women’s Studies – Hybrid Online Course 

 

Spring 2017 

Dr. Gordillo  

T-Th 12:00-1:15 Room VLIB 240 

Office Hours T-Th 9:00-10:00 VMMC 202 U 

E-mail: gordillo@wsu.edu 

Tel. 360 546 9099 

Skype: luzmariadr 

 Module 00 - Introduction 

Topic, Reading, Activity, & Homework 

Historical Case of Feminism 

T 

In-Class 

January 

10 

Introduction to the Course: Syllabus (2) 

1. Intro to use of online tools: 

Blackboard 

Creation of Face Book Page. Please become friends but do not share with other people. This FB 

page is NOT a public site; it will be used for class purposes only.  

Skype (luzmariadr) 

2. Students will work in groups of two (or three depending on total enrollment) for some in-class 

presentations and to answer Module’s General Questions. All general questions come from 

Schiebinger’s book.  

3. Discuss the modules and identify important dates.  

4. Each Module has Activities that may include Readings Assigned from Required Readings 

(Freedman, Schiebinger, and Pollack); Watching Videos and Films; Listening to Recordings; 

Looking at Photographs; Creating Power Point Presentations; and Looking over Websites 

5. Attendance to all the course in-class sessions is required and attendance to all the sessions of the 

Women’s Studies Lecture Series is mandatory as well since the series works in conjunction with 

the class. It’s imperative that you do not miss any of these sessions. Your grade will be affected 

if you are absent during the last two weeks of class. 

6. All eight posts on blackboard are due by date posted on the syllabus. 

 

TH 

In-Class 

January 

12 

1. Introduction  

Things to consider: 

In the introduction of the course, we examine what is now commonly termed “First Wave 

Feminism,” and consider/discuss/debate the merits of early feminist writings. The era of First Wave 

Feminism is most strongly linked to the enfranchisement of women particularly with regard 

women’s suffrage. One of the primary criticisms of First Wave Feminism and the struggle for 

women’s suffrage is that this was a battle fought by white women and women of color. As you will 

observe in the process of moving through the readings, many of these women were active in the 

abolitionist movement and fought for women’s rights. The resulting victory of women’s suffrage is 

marred by racism within the movement and the reality that the benefits gained from the women’s 

suffrage movement were to be enjoyed mainly by white middle-class women. 

To understand the basis of this claim it is important to consider the history of suffrage within the 

mailto:gordillo@wsu.edu
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U.S. context. Remember that when the U.S. Constitution was drafted in 1776, the right to vote was 

limited to white landowning males and, with a few exceptions, granted to free black men in a few 

northern states. By 1810 all voting rights for black men were removed. Voting for white males was 

limited to property owners until 1820, when this restriction was removed. Poll taxes and literacy 

tests took its place and were required up until 1840 (Zinn 45). The end of the Civil War in 1865 was 

the impetus for the passage of the 13th Amendment, outlawing slavery and the 14th Amendment, 

which granted citizenship to all native-born Americans, with the exception of Native Americans. 

The passage of the 15th Amendment in 1870 grants the right to vote to black men, however, barriers 

to prevent black men from voting included economic pressures by white employers, damage to 

personal property, and physical violence. Additionally, restrictions such as poll taxes and literacy 

tests put into place following the passage of this amendment particularly in the South prevented 

most black men from exercising this right (Zinn 189, 214-216). Many of these restrictions remain in 

place until the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950-60s. 

This is the climate negotiated by the women’s suffrage movement. The granting of the vote to 

women by the 19th Amendment in 1920 did nothing to address the conditions faced by women of 

color in pursuit of voting rights. In spite of their contributions in the passage of this Constitutional 

Amendment, the suffrage movement offered little gain for the enfranchisement of women of color. 

The readings and videos in this section are important because they offer the opportunity for you to 

gain a solid understanding of the early women’s movement in the U.S. They may prove to be 

challenging readings, but please read these carefully. These readings are foundational essays that we 

will refer back to as we progress through the course. Make notes as you read, particularly in 

reference to main points. This will help you later as you attempt to compose your responses to 

questions regarding the readings.  

 

Homework 

 

Activities  

Read: 
1. Rosalind Delmar, “What is Feminism?” 

http://www.sfu.ca/~decaste/OISE/page2/files/DelmarFeminism.pdf 

Watch:  

2.  M00V1 - Early Women’s Movements (FB) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=idCc9FSIhZY 

Practice Post 1: 

3.  Author Rosalind Delmar asks the question “Can an action be ‘feminist’ even if those who 

perform it are not?”(30). What do you think? Explain your answer (two paragraphs max.) 

 

T 

Online 

January 

History of Feminism 

http://www.sfu.ca/~decaste/OISE/page2/files/DelmarFeminism.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=idCc9FSIhZY
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17  

Homework 

 

Activities 

Read: 

1. Freedman, pp. 1-13 

2. Schiebinger 1-18 

Watch: 

Dr. Gordillo’s Introduction Video on: 

1. Introduction to the course reading (FB) 

2. Angela Davis ‘Feminism and Abolition’ (FB) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k0ieCAUWGnM 

 

(Recommended) 

3. Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie; “We should all be feminists” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hg3umXU_qWc 

Practice Post 2:  

Summarize the reading and video then select a quote that identifies the main argument in the texts 

(max. two short paragraphs).  

 Module 1: What is Feminism? Feminism and Science 

 

General Question: 

Describe how the structure of scientific institutions have taken many forms over the centuries; and 

how these structures can encourage or discourage women’s participation.  

Group 1: 

 

TH 

Online 

January 

19 

 

Module 1  

Things to consider: 

This unit will pay very close attention to the relationship between gender and power. We will 

examine closely how representations of ‘womanhood’ change overtime and influence popular 

culture. Beyoncé is a good example of how alternative sexualities are positing interesting questions 

and fierce debates among feminists. The readings and activities will guide you  through several 

definitions and conceptualizations of feminist thought among very influential feminists such as bell 

hooks and Angela Davis.  

One of the main issues that begins to gain attention during this time frame and expands throughout 

the Second Wave is the issue of birth control. The activist most often identified with this struggle is 

Margaret Sanger, who founded the American Birth Control League in1921. In 1942 this 

organization would become the Planned Parenthood Federation of American. The struggle for 

reproductive freedom would continue through the 1970s (Gilbert and Gubar 1235-1236). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k0ieCAUWGnM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hg3umXU_qWc
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The work by women of color post-women’s suffrage grew increasingly organized. In 1935 Mary 

McLeod Bethune, a teacher by trade with a long history of political activism in the black women’s 

club movement, was elected president of the National Council of Negro Women. This organization 

consisted of a coalition of black women’s groups who took part in political action struggling against 

issues including racism, sexism, and job discrimination (Hine and Thompson 252). During the 

Roosevelt Administration, Bethune was appointed director of the Negro Division of the National 

Youth Administration, the highest position in the federal government ever held at that time by a 

black woman. In addition she organized a networking coalition of black government employees 

called the Federal Council on Negro Affairs. This organization, referred to as the “Black Cabinet” 

influenced government policy regarding desegregation and fair employment practices (Hine and 

Thompson 252). These issues would continue to be sites of struggles into the 1970s through the 

Civil Rights Movement and the social movements that followed, including the Brown Revolution, 

Women’s Rights Movement and the Stonewall Riot. 

Second Wave Feminism: 

Second wave feminism refers to a new set of issues concerning women that go beyond the right to 

vote, and focuses instead the disparity of power granted to the broad categories of men and women. 

Dale Spender and Cheris Kramarae define Second Wave Feminism in this way: 

Second Wave Feminism drew on concepts of liberation current in black, gay, and left-wing 

struggles for civil rights in the United States and parts of Europe in the 1960s. This became known 

as Women’s Liberation. The explicit focus on liberation identified common political interests 

among all women. But it also raised immediate problems. First, feminism produced incompatible 

theories of liberation. Second, the idea of common political interests was contested. (1228) 

In other words the main critique of Second Wave Feminism centered on the fact that not all 

concepts of liberation were the same. In addition, the idea that diverse groups of women shared the 

same political goals and values was challenged. Nevertheless, Second Wave Feminism represents a 

landmark shift in the ways in which issues of gender are conceptualized and debated. During this era 

the intellectual works on women’s oppression by such thinkers as Simone de Beauvoir, Kate Millett 

and Betty Friedan embodied significant challenges to the limitations previously placed on women 

based on their gender and sex. Moreover, second wave feminism established foundational rights for 

women, including but not limited to, domestic abuse and rape-related services, workplace issues 

such as sexual harassment protections and child care access, reproductive freedoms including 

abortion rights for women (Roe v. Wade 1973), increased educational opportunities for women and 

equitable athletic funding (Title IX), and the emergence of Women’s Studies programs (Kirk and 

Okazawa-Rey).  
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Homework Activities: 

Read: 

1. Schiebinger 19-32    

 

Watch:  

1. FB - Dr. Gordillo’s Introduction to the Module and discussion of the readings  

  

2. From the Factual Feminist: The Real Reason There Aren’t More Female Scientists 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bo_GZ3q_Ays&list=PLsRNoUx8w3rPmtFWMt57SYjoYVipojh2f&index=3 

T 

Online 

Jan 24 

Meters of Equity 

Homework 

 

 

Activities 

Read:  

1. Schiebinger 33-53 

 

Watch:  

1. Bold Visions: Women in Science & Technology (15 minutes) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hw7_Fxvktf0 

2. Feminist Biology: Do we need feminist sciences? (3 minutes) 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tva6ZsQv7_M 

3. Children’s Programming: Earth to Luna (68 minutes) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uEfaqTgmukM 

       

       4. The Vine Videos on FB 

Post #1: 

Summarize the reading and video then select a quote that identifies the main argument in the texts 

(max. two short paragraphs).  

TH 

Online 

Jan 26 

 

Feminist Science Studies 

Homework 

 

 

Activities 

 

Read:  
Freedman 17-42 

Assigned readings:  

1. Sandra Harding, “Strong Objectivity”: A Response to the New Objectivity Question” 

2. Deboleena Roy, “Asking Different Questions: Feminist Practices  for the Natural Sciences” 

 

Watch: Computer Science 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bo_GZ3q_Ays&list=PLsRNoUx8w3rPmtFWMt57SYjoYVipojh2f&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hw7_Fxvktf0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tva6ZsQv7_M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uEfaqTgmukM
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Growing up in STEM – as a girl: Cassidy Williams at TEDxDesMoinesWomen 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7O0z06YRKHg 

 

Create and Post: 

A Vine ‘Feminist’ Video (How can you say a lot with few images?). Please post your video on our 

FB page. There are a couple of Vine Videos from last semester up on FB for you to look at. Upload 

your videos on our FB page.  

 

T 

In-Class 

Jan 31 

Conclusions Module 1 

Group #1 Meets with Dr. Gordillo at 12:00 in her office MMC 202 U  

 

Homework 

 

Activities 

 

Read: Schiebinger 54-64 

 

Watch: 

Two TV programs with an eye toward the relationship between women and girls and Science. What 

are they doing on screen. What roles do they have? How do race and class play into these 

representations? Keep a journal to include in your answer to the module’s general question. 

 

Group Post #1:  

Answer the module’s general question giving specific examples from all the resources assigned to 

the module (include your experiment of watching TV and observing relationships between women, 

girls and Science). Make sure that you include all group member’s names and last names. Max 

two pages.  

 Module 2: Gender in the Cultures of Science 

General Question: 

In modern industrial societies the division of labor and work and home remains a barrier to women’s 

entering the profession. Describe how this happens and give specific examples.  

Group 2: 

 

TH 

Online  

Feb 2 

Historical Emergence of Feminisms: Women’s Rights, Women’s Work and Women’s Sphere. The 

module will also give you a general historical perspective on how women’s rights, women’s work 

and women’s spheres have become paramount to all women’s movements. It will also trace the way 

race and the politics of identity in U.S. feminism have affected the way women in the U.S. see 

themselves and acknowledge or not gender inequalities. 

Homework 

 

 

Activities 

Read: 

Freedman, pp. 45-72 

Schiebinger 65-91 

Watch (FB): 

1. Dr. Gordillo’s Introduction to the Module and discussion of the readings.  

2. Yes We Can – Women in STEM Fields 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ek2W-zTtTgk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7O0z06YRKHg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ek2W-zTtTgk
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3. Encouraging girls to become scientists? It’s not rocket science – Eileen Pollack 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5wM7BJfcmfw 
 

Post #2: Summarize the reading and videos then select a quote that identifies the main argument in 

the texts (max. two short paragraphs). 

 

T 

In-Class 

Feb 7 

Race and the Politics of Identity in Scientific Thought 

Homework 

 

Activities 

Read:  
Freedman 73-94 

Schiebinger 92-103 

Watch: 

From: Incredible Women Transforming STEM (Series of five) 

      1. Black Girls Code (15 minutes) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TJ-

m47CxAI0&list=PLsRNoUx8w3rPmtFWMt57SYjoYVipojh2f 

1. EyeWire, A Game to Map the Brain: Any Robinson at TEDxAmsterdam (11 minutes) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwcuhbj2rSI&index=2&list=PLsRNoUx8w3rPmtFWMt57SYjoYVipojh2f 

Collect: 
Research on: How have characterizations of women/girls/teenagers of color been in relation to 

STEM? How portrayals of female scientists in TV now differ from those ten or twenty years ago? 

Give examples from films and TV programming. Keep a journal.  

 

TH 

Online  

Feb 9 

 

Science and International Feminism 

Homework 

 

Activities 

Read:  
 Freedman 95-119 

Watch: 

The Unseen Threat of Noise in Our Oceans: Kristin Westdal at TEDxVancouver 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bo_GZ3q_Ays&list=PLsRNoUx8w3rPmtFWMt57SYjoYVipojh2f&index=3 

 

Create:  

A 2-5 minute video for the Yes We Can Project. Be creative and use the tools you have learned from 

the readings and videos watched for this module. Due Thursday February 16 by 2:00 PM. Do not 

include minors in your videos please.  

T 

Online 

Feb 14 

Conclusions Module 2   
Group #2 Meets with Dr. Gordillo at 12:00 in her office MMC 22 U  

 

Homework Activities 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5wM7BJfcmfw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TJ-m47CxAI0&list=PLsRNoUx8w3rPmtFWMt57SYjoYVipojh2f
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TJ-m47CxAI0&list=PLsRNoUx8w3rPmtFWMt57SYjoYVipojh2f
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwcuhbj2rSI&index=2&list=PLsRNoUx8w3rPmtFWMt57SYjoYVipojh2f
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bo_GZ3q_Ays&list=PLsRNoUx8w3rPmtFWMt57SYjoYVipojh2f&index=3
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 Read: 
Schiebinger 105-125 

 

Watch: Math Isn’t Just for Boys (13 minutes) 

Changing the gender narrative with animation Jen Oxley TESxMidAtlantic 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oe6kXC3lCtM&index=4&list=PLsRNoUx8w3rPmtFWMt57SYjoYVipojh2f 

Group Post #2:  

Answer the module’s general question giving specific examples from all the resources assigned to 

the module. Make sure that you include all group member’s names and last names. Max. two 

pages. 

 

 Module 3:  Gender in the Substance of Science 

 

General Question: 
Women’s success in science depends on a variety of interdependent factors: the prestige of scientific 

institutions, the fortunes of war and peace; the political climate; the structure of the family in 

relation to the economy and domestic vs. professional responsibilities. Describe and give specific 

examples of how these interdependent factors work.  

 

Group 3 

TH 

Online 

Feb 16 

 

The 70s and 80s 

Things to consider:  

This Module will bring together issues on Domestic Labor, like the gendered division of labor,  

industrialization and wage labor and most importantly the beginning of analyzing Feminist  

social policies. Pay close attention to the videos assigned to this module. Comment on the  

video that has young girls talking about feminism and the word ‘fuck.’ 

Homework 1. Activities 

Read:  
Schiebinger 126-144; Namrata Gupta, “Women Undergraduates in Engineering Education in 

India: A Study of Growing Participation” (Blackboard) 

 

Watch (FB): 

1. Dr. Gordillo’s Introduction to the Module and discussion of the readings.  
       2. Technology for mental health Tanzeem Choudhury TESxDhaka 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nfdrnggoXg4&list=PLsRNoUx8w3rPmtFWMt57SYjoYVipojh2f&index=5 

Video Due: Post your Yes We Can Project on our FB page. 

T 

In-Class 

Feb 21 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oe6kXC3lCtM&index=4&list=PLsRNoUx8w3rPmtFWMt57SYjoYVipojh2f
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nfdrnggoXg4&list=PLsRNoUx8w3rPmtFWMt57SYjoYVipojh2f&index=5
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Homework Activities 

Read: 

Freedman, pp. 123-144 

Schiebinger 145-158 

Watch: Bold Visions: Women in Science and Technology with Duy-Loan (1:48) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Iq5kxRhBcw 

 

TH 

Online  

Feb 23 

 

Homework Activities 

Read:  

Freedman, pp. 145-169 

Assigned readings:   

2. Winifred R. Poster, “Global circuits of gender: women and high-tech work in India and the 

United States” 

 

MIDTERM EXAM BY 3:00 PM (Upload Videos to FB and post your analysis on Blackboard). 

Please contact Rachel ahead of time if you need help uploading videos.  

1. Vine Video 50 points (alone or with a partner) 

2. ‘Yes We Can’ Video 50 points 

3. One-page Critical Analysis of Vine Video 50 points (alone or with partner) 

4. One-page Critical Analysis of ‘Yes We Can’ Video 50 points 

5. Total of 200 points 

 

T 

Online 

Feb 28 

Feminist Social Policies 

Homework Activities 

Read: Freedman, pp. 170-199  

Watch: 

http://www.bustle.com/articles/45282-these-little-girls-drop-f-bombs-to-promote-feminism-

and-its-both-ashow that has a female scientist as protagonist. What is its overarching message? 

Who wrote, produced, edited it? Are there women involved in its creation? Are there women of 

color? Pay attention to commercials during the show. Who advertises? 

Post #3:  

 Summarize the reading and videos then select a quote that identifies the main argument in the texts 

(max. two short paragraphs). 

 

TH 

Online 

March 2 

Conclusions Module 3 

Group #3 Meets with Dr. Gordillo at 12:00 in her office MMC 22 U  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Iq5kxRhBcw
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Homework Activities 

Read: Schiebinger 159-179 

Bartky, “Foucault, Femininity and the Modernization of Patriarchal Power” (Blackboard) 

Group Post #3:  

Answer the module’s general question giving specific examples from all the resources assigned to 

the module. Make sure that you include all group member’s names and last names. Max. two 

pages.  

 

 Module 4: The Politics of Health and Sexuality; The Female Body 

 

General Question: 

The history of science is characterized by cycles of advancement and retrenchment for women 

(depending on class, race, and sexuality for example). Explain how this works and give specific 

examples.  

Group 4 

T 

In-Class 

March 7 

 

Things to consider: 

This module will introduce you to the decade of the 90s and the working class programming that 

may have pushed some boundaries in terms of gender representation. Freedman will give you a 

historical account of how women battled with gender discrimination and how images of women on 

the screen were severely scrutinized by feminists. Women were represented in very limited roles of 

which most were prostitutes, side kicks to cops, sexualized wife trophies etc. Roseanne Barr’s TV 

series pushed gender boundaries for working class women who felt trapped within sexist institutions 

and her role as a mother. Murphy Brown’s TV series also pushed boundaries about women in the 

work force.  

Homework Activities  

Read:  
Freedman, pp. 203-228 

Watch (FB): 

Dr. Gordillo’s Introduction to the Module and discussion of the readings.  

TH 

Online 

March 9 

 

Homework 

 

 

Watch: Dr. Lorna Representations of Women and Ageing in the Media (7 minutes) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xVZR4PFM3tw 

Post #4: 

Pick a quote from your notes that summarizes the main argument of the video and reading; then 

explain clearly why you selected the quote and how it relates to the class.  

  

Spring Break - March 13-17 

 

T 

Online 

March 21 

Reproduction: The Politics of Choice 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xVZR4PFM3tw
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Homework Activities 

Read:  

1. Freedman, pp. 229-252 

Collect: 

 Several articles on prominent women in politics. Compare them with similar articles on men. Is 

there a difference in the way the articles talk about the politicians? If so, what are these differences?  

TH 

Online 

March 23 

 

Sexualities, Identities, and Self-Determination 

Homework Activities 

Read:  

Freedman, pp.  253-275 

Watch:  

Freedman on Redefining Rape 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0LLePj1korQ 

T 

In-Class 

March 28 

Gender and Violence 

Group #4 Meets with Dr. Gordillo  at 12:00 in her office MMC 22 U  

 

 

 

Homework 

Activities 

Read:  

Freedman, pp. 276-32; Schiebinger 181-195 

 

Group Post #4:  

Answer the module’s general question giving specific examples from all the resources assigned to 

the module (include the research you collected on articles about prominent women in politics). 

Make sure that you include all group member’s names and last names. Max. two pages. 

TH 

Online 

March 30 

 

 

 

Homework Activities 

1. Read:  

1.   Pollack ix-41 

2. Freedman 305-325 

 Module 5: The Only Woman in the Room 

General Question: 

Identify how Eileen Pollack describes the obstacles facing women in the United States that are 

erected by our own culture. Give specific examples from the book. Group # 5:  

T 

In-Class 

April 4 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0LLePj1korQ
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Homework 

 

Activities 

 Be Prepared to discuss the readings and any questions you may have. 

Read: 

Pollack 44-92 

Watch: Eileen Pollack: “The Only Woman in the Room” Talks at Google 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ym2Abl6S2H0 

TH 

Online 

April 6 

 

Homework Activities 

Read:  
1.  Pollack 93-169 

Watch: Why Are There Still So Few Women in Science (2013) (37 minutes) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k3Esa9yk9aU 

 

Research:  

Look at movies, television and books/magazines made by women of color who portray female 

scientists. What are some common themes? How are Latina women portrayed? Do their 

characterizations seem different from those in mainstream pop culture created by men? How so? 

T 

Online 

April 11 

 

Homework Activities 

Read:  

1.  Pollack 169-257 

Watch: Life and Leadership for Women in Science (2013) (38 minutes) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3WUmvO9z5zQ 

Post #5:  

Summarize the reading and videos then select a quote that identifies the main argument in the texts 

(max. two short paragraphs) 

TH 

Online 

April 13 

How to Tame a Wild Tongue  

Homework Activities 

Due: 

Critical Essay Due; No Revisions 

Make sure you revise your work; Visit the Writing Center at least a week before the deadline.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ym2Abl6S2H0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k3Esa9yk9aU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3WUmvO9z5zQ
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Tabulate Your Own Grade 

Course Requirements (points) 

Attendance    100 points ________________ 

Short 2-3 page critical essay  150 points ________________ 

Midterm exam    200 points ________________ 

Power point   100 points ________________ 

Final Research Paper  250 points –––––––––––––––– 

5 Posts    20 points ________________ 

20 points ________________ 

20 points ________________ 

Watch: A Current and Future Scientist (2013) (33 minutes) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HfokxnDVRNo 

T 

Online 

April 18 

Conclusions Module 5 

 

Homework Activities 

Read:  

1. Freedman 326-347 

Work on your final research papers and power point presentations  

Power Point Presentations Outline Due: Your outline should include: your thesis statement; 

supporting arguments; and concluding remarks. Send via e-mail to Dr. Gordillo 

What are the Do’s and Do not’s of Power Point Presentations 

 

 Module 6: Transnational Feminisms, Presentations and Conclusions  - Face to Face 

Attendance is Required) 

TH 

In-Class 

April 20 

Final Statements: Where is Feminism   

Power Points Presentations begin today 

T 

In-Class 

April 25 

Power Point Presentations conclude today 

TH 

 April 28 

Final Research Paper Due via e-mail to Dr. Gordillo 
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20 points ________________ 

20 points –––––––––––––––– 

3 Responses to peer’s posts 20 points –––––––––––––––– 

20 points –––––––––––––––– 

20 points –––––––––––––––– 

One Group Post   40 points ________________ 

 

Possible total of 1000 points for a perfect grade. 

Theoretical Issues in Women’s Studies 

WST 481 Spring 2017 [M] 

Hybrid Course 

Spring 2017 

Dr. Gordillo 

In-Class: T-TH 1:25-2:40 VMMC 6 

Office Hours T-TH 9:00-10:00 VMMC 202 U 

E-mail: gordillo@wsu.edu 

Skype: luzmariadr 

Face Book: gordillo@wsu.edu 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  

This Hybrid-style course provides advanced undergraduate students with a solid 

interdisciplinary background in contemporary feminist theory.  While we begin with a 

critical assessment of the political theories associated with first, second, and third wave 

feminist activism in mainstream feminist historiography, or the dominant narrative of 

feminism in the US, our efforts will lean heavily toward an expansive understanding of 

feminist theory within the context of history of women and science.  Readings will be 

drawn from the fields of feminist theory, feminism and science, and media and cultural 

studies for provocative critiques of postfeminist and postracial discourses in 

contemporary cultural critique theory, including new media. We will pay particular 

attention to the ongoing importance of antiracism, especially with respect to 

intersectionality, standpoint theory, anti-essentialism, and the critique of gender as a 

unified category of analysis. In addition, the development of disability, queer, and trans 

feminisms will be addressed.  Finally, we will consider the development of transnational 

feminist theory/practice that is attentive to neo-colonial power structures and relations 

mailto:gordillo@wsu.edu
mailto:gordillo@wsu.edu
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among women in the contexts of globalization and women’s health. (Prerequisites: WST 

200, 300; Grad Credit Available in consultation with the instructor). 

This course is imparted in conjunction with the Women’s Studies Lecture Series “The 

Politics of Science and Technology: Moving Toward Gender Equity, Civic 

Responsibility and Social Justice.”  

Required Readings: 

1. Estelle B. Freedman. No Turning Back: The History of Feminism and the Future 

of Women, New York: Ballantine Books, 2002.  

2. Londa Schiebinger. Has Feminism Changed Science? Harvard University Press. 

1999.  

3. Eileen Pollack. The Only Woman in the Room: Why Science is Still a Boy's Club. 

Beacon Press. 2015 

Course Requirements 

1) One short critical essay 3-4 pages on the book The Only Woman in the Room: Why 

Science is Still a Boy's Club. 150 points. Include at least two scholars from class 

lectures and readings. Please refer to page 10 where I include an example of a well-

written essay.  

Things to consider when working on your essays:       

1. Have a title that’s interesting and somewhat points to your main argument.                      

2. Summarize the topic of the book. 

3. Offer your overall impression of the book while mentioning the title, author, 

and main arguments. 

4. Address how the book represents notions of femininity and masculinity.  Offer 

evidence for your opinion. Remember to mention the use of symbols and literary 

devices.                                                                                                                      

5. Ending paragraph--your last opportunity to guide the reader.  Offer a clincher 

that tells the reader what was important about the book. Reiterate your main 

argument before you close the last paragraph.                                                                                      

6. You must edit and revise your essay before you turn it in. Visit the Writing 

Center to make sure you have a successful essay.  

2) A mid-term exam 200 points 

3) A class group power point presentation (students need to discuss the topic in advance) 

100 points 

4) Research paper 8-10-page (based on the group presentation) 250 points 
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5) In-Class meetings will rely more heavily on discussion than lecture. Be prepared to 

discuss the readings and post online your thoughts. Participation weighs heavily in 

evaluation of your performance 100 points  

6) Nine posts:  

A. Identify a quote from the readings that clearly identifies the main argument and write 

an explanation of why you selected the quote (five) (20 points) 

B. Three posts responding to your peer’s posts (20 points each)  

C. One group post for each module’s conclusion 40 points 

(Quote –two to three lines-- plus one paragraph for the reason why you selected the 

quote- typed and double-spaced; Response to peers – At least one paragraph). 160 points. 

Here’s an example of a post and an explanation that meets all the requirements:  

Post a quote: 

“The world knows us by our faces, the most naked, most vulnerable, exposed and 

significant topography of the body. When our caras do not live up to the “image” that the 

family or community wants us to wear and when we rebel against the engraving of our 

bodies, we experience ostracism, alienation, isolation, and shame” (Anzaldúa, Haciendo 

Caras, pp.  222).  

Explanation: 

The argument that the author Gloria Anzaldúa is making in this quote is that as a Chicana 

woman, if you choose to step outside of cultural norms, you are running the risk of being 

ridiculed by your family and some members of the community.  I truly value her 

outwards expressions of not fearing any shame no matter how she’s judged because she’s 

Queer. And, like many groups in the U.S., some Latinas/os are against homosexuality. 
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All the assignments are due by the date marked on the syllabus. No late assignments will 

be accepted (refer to the extra credit at the end of this syllabus).  

The professor assumes that an absence is due to an illness or family emergency, due to 

the limited in-class interactions for this course it is imperative that you are not absent 

when we meet face to face. STUDENT IS RESPONSIBILE FOR MISSED 

INFORMATION AND INSTRUCTIONS  

Academic Integrity:  Academic integrity is the cornerstone of the university and will be 

strongly enforced in this course.  Any student caught cheating on any assignment will 

either receive an “F” for the assignment or fail the course altogether. This violation will 

be referred to the Office of Student Conduct.  Plagiarism is considered cheating. It is 

when you present someone else’s words or ideas as your own, in writing or in speaking; 

present ideas without citing the source; paraphrase without crediting the source; use 

direct quotes with no quotation marks; use direct quotes without citation of the source; 

submit material written by someone else as your own (this includes purchasing a paper); 

submit a paper or assignment for which you have received so much help that it is no 

longer your own work. Consult with the instructor if you do not have a clear 

understanding of plagiarism. 

Grading Scale 

Attendance is of outmost importance and it will affect your final grade. 

1000-930: A 

929-900: A- 

899-870: B+ 

869-830: B 

829-800: B- 

799-770: C+ 

769-730: C 

729-700: C- 

699-670: D+ 

669-600: D 

590 and Below: F
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Tabulate Your Own Grade 

Course Requirements (points) 

Attendance    100 points ________________ 

Short 2-3 page critical essay  200 points ________________ 

Midterm exam   200 points ________________ 

Power point   100 points ________________ 

Final Research Paper  200 points –––––––––––––––– 

5 Posts    20 points ________________ 

20 points ________________ 

20 points ________________ 

20 points ________________ 

20 points –––––––––––––––– 

3 Responses to peer’s posts 20 points –––––––––––––––– 

20 points –––––––––––––––– 

20 points –––––––––––––––– 

One Group Post  40 points ________________ 

 

Possible total of 1000 points for a perfect grade. 

Washington State University Learning Outcomes: 

 

At the end of this course, 

students should be able to: 

Course topics (and dates) 

that address these 

learning outcomes are: 

This outcome will be 

evaluated primarily by: 

Use evidence and context to All- Especially discussions Weekly participation/ short 
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discuss basic concepts and 

theoretical models in issues 

of Women’s Studies 

(Critical and Creative 

Thinking) 

on theoretical approaches:  

with writing assignment #1; 

and quotes and responses of 

readings. 

assignments, essay exams, 

and news analysis paper. 

Locate and evaluate 

information from multiple 

sources. (Information 

Literacy) 

All  

Invited guest lecturers from 

the Library and the Writing 

Center and Guest Speakers 

Weekly analysis of primary 

and secondary sources, and 

especially the news analysis 

paper. 

Integrate different 

approaches to theoretical 

issues of women’s 

studieswith intersections of 

race, class, gender, and 

sexuality. (Depth, Breadth, 

and Integration of Learning) 

All but more specifically 

during lectures for the 

Women’s Studies Lecture 

Series 

Analysis and discussion of 

required readings and 

incorporation into exam 

essays. 

Identify and explain key 

events, people, and 

movements the 

historiography of the field 

of Women’s Studies 

All more specifically 

Module 01 

Weekly discussions and 

Angel postings, and essay 

exams. 

Understand how events and 

actions shape and sustain 

gender inequalities in the 

U.S. (Diversity) 

All more specifically 

Module 03 

Discussions of pertinent 

readings and essay exams. 

 

Communications 

This course utilizes the Angel website: https://lms.wsu.edu/. To access your account, use your 

WSU User ID and password (the same as for My WSU). Announcements, lectures, assignments, 

and other materials will be posted on Angel.  

Additional WSUV Policies 

Disability Accommodation:  Accommodations may be available if you need them in order to 

fully participate in this class because of a disability. Accommodations may take some time to 

implement so it is critical that you contact Disability Services as soon as possible.  All 

https://lms.wsu.edu/
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accommodations must be approved through Disability Services, located in the Student Resource 

Center on the Lower Level of VSSC.  (360) 546-9138   

Classroom and campus safety are of paramount importance at Washington State University, and 

are the shared responsibility of the entire campus population. WSU urges students to follow the 

“Alert, Assess, Act,” protocol for all types of emergencies and the “Run, Hide, Fight” response 

for an active shooter incident. Remain ALERT (through direct observation or emergency 

notification), ASSESS your specific situation, and ACT in the most appropriate way to assure 

your own safety (and the safety of others if you are able). 

Please sign up for emergency alerts on your account at MyWSU. For more information on this 

subject, campus safety, and related topics, please view the FBI’s Run, Hide, Fight video and visit 

the WSU safety portal. 

Prepare for an emergency by using these tips: 

 Sign up for emergency alerts on your account at: 

https://shibidp.wsu.edu/idp/Authn/UserPassword 

 View the FBI’s Run, Hide, Fight video. 

 Review the campus safety plan for your WSU campus. 

 Review the campus Emergency Guide 2015-16 

WSU has made an emergency notification system available for faculty, students, and staff. 

Please register at MyWSU with emergency contact information (cell, email, text, etc.). You may 

have been prompted to complete emergency contact information when registering for classes at 

RONet. In the event of a building evacuation, refer to the map at each classroom entrance, which 

shows the evacuation point for each building. Finally, in case of class cancellation campus-wide, 

please check local media, the WSU Vancouver web page and/or the FlashAlert Newswire. 

Individual class cancellations may be made at the discretion of the instructor. Each individual is 

expected to make the best decision for their personal circumstances, taking safety into account. 

http://www.vancouver.wsu.edu/safety-plan. 

Important Dates and Deadlines: Students are encouraged to refer to the academic calendar often 

to be aware of critical deadlines throughout the semester. Questions regarding the academic 

calendar can be directed to the Office of Student Affairs in VSS. 

Important Dates and Deadlines:  www.registrar.wsu.edu/Registrar/Apps/AcadCal.ASPX 

No student, under any circumstances, can videotape or otherwise record Dr. Gordillo or her 

lectures and any other class content without her express written permission.  

I reserve the right to make adjustments to this syllabus including changes in the homework 

assignments listed below. Students are responsible to make note of any changes to this syllabus. 

Any extra readings will be posted on Blackboard. 

 

https://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cirg/active-shooter-and-mass-casualty-incidents/run-hide-fight-video
https://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cirg/active-shooter-and-mass-casualty-incidents/run-hide-fight-video
https://faculty.wsu.edu/classroom-safety/
https://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cirg/active-shooter-and-mass-casualty-incidents/run-hide-fight-video
http://safetyplan.wsu.edu/
https://faculty.wsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/152/2015/12/Emergency-Guide-2015-16.pdf
https://shibidp.wsu.edu/idp/Authn/UserPassword
https://www.ronet.wsu.edu/Main/Apps/HomePage.ASP
http://www.vancouver.wsu.edu/
http://www.flashalert.net/
http://www.registrar.wsu.edu/Registrar/Apps/AcadCal.ASPX
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I reserve the right to make adjustments to this syllabus including changes in the films listed 

below. Students are responsible to make note of any changes to this syllabus. The readings in 

parenthesis will be handed out by the Professor ahead of time.  

 

This syllabus tells you the dates by which you need to have the material read. Films will not be 

seen in their entirety. The students are responsible for completing the films at home. All films are 

available in the library. 

 

Final Examination Week May 4-8. This is the last week to turn in final revisions: papers, 

extra credit assignments, and/or power point presentations (if you want to present in future 

WSUV Research Fairs for example).  

 

Extra Credit for late assignments - Turn in the assignment that you missed and a 2 to 3-page 

essay reviewing a short novel, a current film, or the Eugenics Sterilization Laws providing a 

critical analysis on how race, class, gender and sexuality are “performed” in the “text.” You will 

then turn in two projects to compensate for your lateness. This extra credit will give you up to 

10% of the 15% (depends on the grade you get on both essays) for a missed assignment 

only.  

Extra Credit Option 2 – If you want to improve your chances of getting a better grade, write a 2 

-3-page essay reviewing a short novel, a current film, or the Eugenics Sterilization Laws 

providing a critical analysis on how race, class, gender and sexuality are “performed” in the 

“text.” This extra credit will give you up to 4% extra (depending on the grade). Only one 

extra credit from this option is allowed per student. 

 

Research Paper 

As a group (no more than three students per group), write an 8 to 10-page research paper  on a 

particular topic relevant to the class materials. Members of the group have to contribute an equal 

amount of research time and writing time. The research paper must have at least 3 different 

references from class sources (readings, films and audio pieces). Your research paper will be 

closely tied to your final presentation. The presentation will be your tool to summarize your 

research paper and present your findings. Make sure that your research paper has an introduction 

and a conclusion and let the reader know what you will analyze in your introductory paragraph. 

Your paper should include a bibliography citing all the “texts” you used for the paper. Be careful 

that you cite whenever you need to and paraphrase whenever necessary. Do not have long quotes 

that take away from you analysis: quotes and citations are there to help you support your 

arguments not to make the arguments for you. Don’t let the “experts” write your paper. 

Power Point Presentation 

Find a particular subject that has attracted your interest from the class material and develop a 7 to 

8- minute power point presentation. Timing is of the essence since you will be given a 3 and 1-

minute warnings to end on time. Students in the past have been stopped at the 8-minute mark not 

being able to make their final remarks that usually contain the conclusion of the research. These 

groups lost points that could have been avoided had they timed their presentations. Please be 

careful that this does not happen to you.  
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Avoid “talkie” slides, which are slides with a lot of writing on them (do not have a presenter read 

literally from the slide during the presentation). Power points are tools to help you emphasize 

your arguments not make the arguments for you. I want to see more images than writing on the 

presentation slides. Make sure that you cite all your sources. You may choose to do this either at 

the bottom of each slide (write the web page where the image came from or any other source 

where you got it from). Remember that images work like texts and you must provide the sources 

where they came from. You may also have all your sources bibliography-style at the end of the 

presentation.  

These presentations need to be professionally done and delivered. I will be taking attendance 

during the days of the presentations and will mark down those students who are absent during 

presentation days (these dates are marked on your syllabus). You need to be respectful of you 

classmates’ time and commitment to this project by being present whether you are presenting or 

not. If you have further questions contact Dr. Gordillo at gordillo@vancouver.wsu.edu 

The day of your power point presentation or during finals week you need to turn in: 1) a CD with 

a copy of your power point. Make sure that you write your groups’ names and the title of the 

presentation on the CD. 2) Draft research paper (last day to turn in a draft if you want me to look 

at it before you submit during finals week) or Final Research Paper if you submit during finals 

wee. 3) a folder with all of the materials you used for the research paper and the power point 

presentation (these can be notes on paper bags or magazine clips, anything related to your 

presentation should be included in the folder).  

Make sure that all the materials have your group’s names and title of the presentation. 

See Module Syllabus for Schedule 

Example of a successful three-page essay critically analyzing a book:  

Medicalization of the Body: Barbin’s Suicide 

 Being accepted by society is something that nearly everyone spends time striving for. In 

“Herculine Barbin,” readers go on a path of acceptance and later they feel despair while 

following the life of the main character of the novel, Barbin – a hermaphrodite living in 19th 

century. Barbin maps out her growing up in a border school and later she recounts how she got a 

job as a teacher and finally, the difficulty of coming out as a man in Paris.  As Foucault suggests, 

I agree that Barbin’s eventual suicide may have been caused by the fact that she/he didn’t accept 

himself any longer once society ostracized him and called him a dishonorable “Don Juan” 

mailto:gordillo@vancouver.wsu.edu
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(Barbin, 90). I argue that while she/he felt as part of a community she/he did OK, however, when 

doctors problematized his body, she/he became frustrated and depressed.  

 As a child Barbin fit in with her peers, and did not look any different from the other girls 

her age. Most of the other classmates accepted her and treated her kindly. She wrote of her time 

with other children while at the Convent and as a boarding student, “I never had to suffer at their 

hands … They were all fond of me…” (8). Despite being of a different social class than most of 

the other students, which would often lead to bullying, she was accepted as an equal. She met a 

girl named Lea and “loved her at first sight” (9). When Barbin moved to be with her mother, she 

was trusted and liked by the family. When she was seventeen, a doctor was consulted because 

her condition “was no longer natural” (19).  

She did not seem to see herself as weird, or different. However, she soon went to a 

different school to become a teacher and here she became aware of differences between herself 

and the other women at the convent. She wrote, “I was instinctively ashamed of the enormous 

distance that separated me from them, physically speaking” (26). She had been forced into a 

communal living space and “suffered enormously.” She did however eventually find friendship 

in a girl named Sara and the two were inseparable during her time at the school. After finishing 

school, she found a job and moved away. In the new place, she became incredibly close to Sara, 

and began what can only be described as a serious relationship. While she moved from place to 

place, she found people who accepted her and who loved so she felt happy. She found things to 

laugh and smile about and reasons to be live for.  

Then, while in the boarding school, she fell ill, and a doctor was called to see to her. 

During his examination, he discovered Barbin’s secret, that she was a hermaphrodite, and 

exclaimed, “My God! Is it possible?” (68). He attempted to convince the head of the boarding 
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school, Madame P., that Barbin should not be allowed to reside their any further. This medical 

examination, in fact, was the beginning of Barbin feeling different and not ‘normal.’ One of the 

consequences, for example, was when Madame P. forbade Sara from sharing a bed with Barbin 

shortly after the doctor declared her a phenomenon (72). In spit of this, the two women, Barbin 

and Sara, continued to sneak around and share each other’s company.  

Doctor’s soon concluded that Barbin was a man and not a woman though his sex was 

ambiguous since she/he was a hermaphrodite. Following this, there were court proceeding to 

discuss Barbin “appearing in society as a member of the masculine sex” (87). The newspapers 

and public caught wind of this matter. “Others saw me as a real Don Juan, saying that I had 

brought shame and dishonor everywhere,” Barbin wrote (90). From here on in the memoir, his 

recounts became increasingly self-deprecating. Proof of his frustration and depression, he 

commented, “happiness has never been my lot” (54). Perhaps the darkest sentiment of them all is 

when he writes, “There is an abyss between them and myself, a barrier that cannot be crossed” 

(102). He also began discussing his impending death. He continuously regarded himself as weak 

and sickly. It was then that I started to worry about Barbin being suicidal. Within twelve pages, 

Barbin was dead. Looking back, it was simple to see that as less people accepted Barbin, the less 

Barbin accepted himself. As soon as the doctors and later media outlets like newspapers declared 

him a deviant, his mental health significantly declined.  

As Dr. Gordillo discussed during the June 3rd lecture (Gordillo, “lecture,” 7/3/2014), 

many lesbians stayed closeted in hopes of not being deemed outcasts, losing their jobs, or their 

homes. I can’t help but wonder if Barbin’s life would have been happier and longer-lived if she 

had stayed ‘closeted’ about her differences and continued her life as a woman. Barbin not only 
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lost all of what he loved and his sense of belonging, but he also lost his sense of safety and 

security. Having lost these, it is no surprise that he felt hopeless enough to take his own life.  

As witnessed throughout the writings of Herculine Barbin, while acceptance, love, and 

friendship in her/his life dwindles, so does his happiness and mental health. Within the memoir it 

was easy to witness Barbin’s gradual fall into depression after he was ostracized by society. It is 

my belief that Barbin’s eventual suicide was preceded and caused by his lack of self-acceptance 

that was created when he was deemed to not be normal by the medical community and later the 

people that surrounded her/him.  
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